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in the growth of free trade, using the term as it was then
commonly employed1, their own standpoint was not
different as their arguments might suggest. They did not **
advocate carrying on trade * without conduct and order'. «
" We desire still a government" was the significant admission
made on their behalf z; and their hostility towards the Mer-
chant Adventurers was inspired more by animus against the
merchants of London, who monopolized ' the whole mass and
bulk of the trade of England ', than by any devotion to the
abstract doctrine of economic freedom. In short the driving
force behind the attack upon the companies was provincial
jealousy of London. The opposition, it is true, was not con-
fined to the provinces. At the time when the Bill for Free
Trade was introduced into the House of Commons in 1604
it was said that " all the merchants of England complained
grievously of the engrossing and restraint of trade by the rich
merchants of London . . . and of London merchants three
parts joined in the same complaint3t 3. But though his
voice was sometimes heard 4, the London interloper usually
kept in the background, and the provinces bore the brunt
of the contest. The stronghold of the interlopers lay in the
West Country, and the movement for free trade in its
origin sprang from the determination of the provinces to
shake off the economic ascendancy of the metropolis 4a.
In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries London domin-
ated the kingdom.   Embracing about one-tenth of the whole 3JJ^*
population 5, it had about eight-tenths of the foreign trade London.
1 I.e. a trade open to all. For other uses of the term, see infra, vol.
iii. 17, note 4.
a Kayll, The Trades Increase (1615^, 55-56 ; Stowe MSS. 554, f. 45
(1622); 'A Discourse consisting of Motives for the Enlargement and Freedom
of Trade (1645), 25 ; Britannia Languens (1680), 135 (in sect. vi.).
3	House of Commons Journals, i. 218, 220.
4	The London interlopers came out in open opposition in 1676 :  State
Papers Domestic, 1676-1677, p. 52.    They are also mentioned in 1621 :
Hist. MSS. Comm. Rye, 160.
40 For internal free trade, see supra, Introduction, pp. xhiii-L
5	The Venetian ambassador estimated the population in 1557 at 185,000:
State Papers Venetian, 1556-155?, P-1045.  In 1631 the lord mayor certified
the Privy Council that the City and Liberties contained 130,280 men,
women and children:  Remenibrancia of the City of London, 389 ;   Petty,
Economic Writings, ii. 405-406.     (But he also certified that 5000 qrs. of
wheat per month were sufficient to serve their needs.   Cf. the estimate made
in 1574 : infra, p. 437.)   Petty in 1687 estimated the population of London
at 696,000, or 10 per cent, of the whole : Economic Writings, it 539* 603.

